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“It’s been electrifying!” – 14 victories for Audi 
Sport ABT Schaeffler in Formula E 
 
• Involvement on factory level ends with a victory on the final weekend in Berlin 
• Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler says goodbye as the most successful team  
• Audi RS Q e-tron for the Dakar Rally with technology from Formula E 
 
Berlin, August 15, 2021 – Audi Sport ended its official involvement in the Formula E 
World Championship with a victory at the finale in Berlin. With the Dakar Rally, the next 
electrifying project already awaits the team of Julius Seebach. 
 
“Thank you Formula E, it’s been electrifying!” was written on the halo system of the two Audi e-
tron FE07 cars driven by Lucas di Grassi and René Rast – a message to the organizers and fans of 
the first world championship for electric racing cars, which started on 13 September 2014 in 
Beijing with a victory of Lucas di Grassi. 
 
It was the same Lucas di Grassi who won the first of the two final races of Season 7 on Saturday 
in Berlin. With his twelfth victory in the electric racing series, the Brazilian not only preserved his 
chances of winning the world championship title until the very end. He also caused many moist 
eyes in the most successful team in Formula E history. 
 
“It was a very emotional weekend,” said Lucas di Grassi. “In seven years we have achieved an 
extreme amount with Audi Sport, ABT and Schaeffler. That this successful partnership is now 
coming to an end is a great pity.” 
 
“Audi was the first German car manufacturer to make a factory commitment to Formula E,” said 
Julius Seebach, Managing Director of Audi Sport GmbH and responsible for motorsport at Audi. 
“Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler is the most successful team in Formula E and was a pioneer in this 
racing series. Now one of the biggest challenges there is in motorsport awaits us: the Dakar 
Rally.” 
 
Important elements of the successful Formula E project live on in the Audi RS Q e-tron, which is 
set to compete in the famous cross-country rally for the first time in January 2022. The 250 kW 
motor-generator unit (MGU) from the Audi e-tron FE07 developed in-house by Audi Sport is also 
used in the innovative drive for the Dakar Rally – even in three ways: one MGU on the front and 
one on the rear axle provide an electric quattro drive. Each of the MGUs weighs less than 35 
kilograms and achieved an efficiency of 97 percent – an impressive proof of the performance of 
electric mobility. A third MGU, together with a highly efficient TFSI engine, forms an energy 
converter that recharges the high-voltage battery developed by Audi Sport as needed while 
driving.  
 
Lucas di Grassi celebrated victories at Puebla (Mexico) and in Berlin (Germany) with the Audi 
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MGU05. Team-mate René Rast ensured a 1-2 victory for Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler at Puebla. 
The German scored the extra point for the fastest race lap six times in 2021 making the Formula 
E rookie by far the most successful driver of the year in this discipline. 

Two more fastest laps, three pole positions and a total of five podium finishes were contributed 
by the customer team Envision Virgin Racing, which fielded two Audi e-tron FE07 for Robin Frijns 
and Nick Cassidy.  

“Our biggest strength this year was definitely the efficiency of the drive train in the race,” said 
Allan McNish, Team Principal of Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler. “Lucas and René thrilled the fans 
with two wins, the 1-2 in Mexico and also comeback drives. This season was incredibly close with 
tough on track battles and our team can be extremely proud of what we have achieved together. 
It’s been a fantastic journey.” 

After seven years, Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler is the most successful team in Formula E. The team 
collected 1,380 points in 84 races. 14 victories and 47 podium finishes are to the team’s credit. 
Lucas di Grassi won the drivers’ title in the 2016/2017 season. In its first season as a factory 
team, Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler clinched the teams’ title at the first attempt in the 2017/2018 
season. 

The final day of racing in Formula E was disappointing for the team. René Rast started from the 
pit lane and fought his way up to ninth place. Lucas di Grassi was 20th after a drive-through 
penalty. “In qualifying I was one tenth of a second short of Super Pole,” said di Grassi. Instead of 
fighting for pole position, the Brazilian found himself 17th on the grid. “It’s always tight in 
Formula E. But it has never felt so tight.” 

Lucas di Grassi and René Rast completed the season in positions seven and 13 in the drivers’ 
standings. In the team classification, Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler finished fourth. 

Envision Virgin Racing finished fifth in the teams’ championship and secured fifth and 15th in 
the drivers’ standings with Robin Frijns and Nick Cassidy. 
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The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets worldwide 
and produces at 19 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi Sport GmbH 
(Neckarsulm, Germany), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy), and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna/Italy). 

In 2020, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.693 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 7,430 
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 48,042 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2020 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €50.0 billion and an operating profit before special items of €2.7 billion. 
At present, 87,000 people work for the company all over the world, 60,000 of them in Germany. With new 
models, innovative mobility offerings and other attractive services, Audi is becoming a provider of 
sustainable, individual premium mobility. 

 


