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Audi premieres innovative recycled seatbelt buckle 

covers 

Ingolstadt, 23. November 2022 – Audi has launched cutting-edge plastic covers for seatbelt 

buckles in its Q8 e-tron* models; the casings are partially manufactured from mixed 

automobile plastic waste using a chemical recycling process. It is the first time the company is 

installing safety components made in this way, and in conjunction with the PlasticLoop 

project, has established an innovative process with plastics manufacturer LyondellBasell, 

based on the findings from a pilot project.  

The video highlights how plastic components that are beyond repair are first stripped from 

customer vehicles, freed of foreign materials such as metal clips, before being broken down into 

smaller pieces, and processed into pyrolysis oil by means of chemical recycling. This oil is then 

used as a raw material for the manufacture of new plastics, harnessing a mass balance 

approach1. The plastic granulate thereby obtained, is utilized in the production of Q8 e-tron 

seatbelt buckle covers.  

Through this process, the automotive manufacturer together with the other project participants 

have managed to recover a flow of materials which are usually only suitable for energy recovery. 

This operation will allow Audi to use fossil raw materials for longer and reduce its purchasing of 

additional primary materials for the Q8 e-tron* accordingly. Materials produced from the 

pyrolysis oil are of the same high standard as newly manufactured goods and offer identical 

technical characteristics.  

Further information about the Audi Q8 e-tron* is available here. 

1 At least 70 percent of the plastic granulate for the seatbelt buckle covers (including fillers and additives) consists of 

the pyrolysis oil produced through the project. This pyrolysis oil is added to the plastic granulate during the 
manufacturing process. The assignment of the waste-based pyrolysis oil to the plastic granulate is carried out within the 
framework of a mass-balance approach with a qualified credit transfer. This means that ecocycle, an independent 
external certification agency, confirms that the project members have replaced the amounts of fossil resources required 
for the seatbelt buckle covers with pyrolysis oil produced from mixed automotive plastic materials. It is intended to 
provide sufficient pyrolysis oil in the above-mentioned volumes for the entire production run of the Q8 e-tron on the 
basis of currently planned production figures. 

https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en/press-releases/audi-and-kit-are-working-on-recycling-method-for-automotive-plastics-13358
https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en/press-releases/the-new-audi-q8-e-tron-improved-efficiency-and-range-refined-design-15001
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The Audi Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium 
and luxury segments. The brands Audi, Ducati, Lamborghini and Bentley produce at 21 locations in 13 
countries. Audi and its partners are present in more than 100 markets worldwide. 

In 2021, the Audi Group delivered around 1.681 million cars from the Audi brand, 8,405 sports cars from 
the Lamborghini brand and 59,447 motorcycles from the Ducati brand to customers. In the 2021 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved a total revenue of €53.1 billion and an operating profit before special items of €5.5 billion. 
More than 89,000 people all over the world work for the Audi Group, around 58,000 of them in Germany. 
With its attractive brands, new models, innovative mobility offerings and groundbreaking services, the group 
is systematically pursuing its path toward becoming a provider of sustainable, individual, premium mobility. 

tel:+49-152-57718307
mailto:vorname.name@audi.de
tel:+49-151-52844338
mailto:christian.hartmann@audi.de
https://de.linkedin.com/company/audi-ag
https://twitter.com/audiofficial?lang=de
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCO5ujNeWRIwP4DbCZqZWcLw
https://www.facebook.com/audiofficial
https://www.instagram.com/audiofficial/
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Fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values** of the models named above: 
 
Audi Q8 e-tron 
Combined electric power consumption in kWh/100 km (62.1 mi): - (NEDC); 24,4–19,5 (WLTP);  
combined CO2 emissions in g/km (g/mi): 0 (0) 

Consumption and emissions values are only available according to WLTP and not according to 
NEFZ for this vehicle. Information on fuel consumption and CO2 emissions in ranges are 
dependent on the chosen vehicle specification. 

 
**The indicated consumption and emissions values were determined according to the legally 
specified measuring methods. The WLTP test cycle completely replaced the NEDC on January 1, 
2022, which means that no NEDC figures are available for vehicles with new type approvals 
from after this date. 
 
The figures do not refer to a single, specific vehicle and are not part of the offering but are 
instead provided solely to allow comparisons of the different vehicle types. Additional 
equipment and accessories (add-on parts, different tire formats, etc.) may change relevant 
vehicle parameters, such as weight, rolling resistance and aerodynamics, and, in conjunction 
with weather and traffic conditions and individual driving style, may affect fuel consumption, 
electrical power consumption, CO2 emissions and the performance figures for the vehicle. 
 
Due to the more realistic test conditions, the consumption and CO2 emission values measured 
are in many cases higher than the values measured according to the NEDC. This may result in 
corresponding changes in vehicle taxation since September 1, 2018. Additional information 
about the differences between WLTP and NEDC is available at www.audi.de/wltp 
 
Further information on official fuel consumption figures and the official specific CO2 emissions 
of new passenger cars can be found in the “Guide on the fuel economy, CO2 emissions and 
power consumption of all new passenger car models”, which is available free of charge at all 
sales dealerships and from DAT Deutsche Automobil Treuhand GmbH, Helmuth-Hirth-Str. 1, 
73760 Ostfildern-Scharnhausen, Germany (www.dat.de). 
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